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Bibliography for Research with Names 
Names in General: 
Leonard R.  N. Ashley, What's in a Name (1989) 
Robert Henderson, The Dictionary of Eponyms: Names That Became Words (1972) 

Places: 
Omni Gazetteer of the United States of America (1990) 
George R. Stewart, A Concise Dictionary of American Place-Names (1985) 
Henry Gannett, The Origins of Certain Place Names in the United States (1977) 

Origins and Meanings of  Surnames: 
International Genealogical Index, available at the Wallace State Library and at LDS 
Family History Centers 
P. William Filby and Mary K. Meyer, Passenger and Immigration Lists Index (1981) 
Patrick Hanks and Flavia Hodges, A Dictionary of Surnames (1992) 
H. Amanda Robb and Andrew Chesler, Encyclopedia of American Family Names (1995) 
Elsdon C. Smith, American Surnames (1969) 
Lou Stein, Clues to Our Family Names (1986) 
J. L. Dillard, Black Surnames (1976) 
George F. Jones, German-American Names (1990). The numbers in the index refer to the 
numbered paragraphs on pages 1-59. 
Joseph G. Fucilla, Our Italian Surnames (1949) 
Patrick Woulfe, Irish Names and Surnames (1923) 
Ronan Coghlan, Book of Irish Names: First, Family & Place Names (1985) 
David Dorward, Scottish Surnames (1995) 
Clifford Stanley Sims, The Origin and Signification of Scottish Surnames (1989) 
 
Meanings of Given and Pet Names: 
Baby Name Network (Internet web site) 
 
Patrick Hanks and Flavia Hodges, A Dictionary of  First Names (1992) 
Christine Rose, Nicknames: Past and Present (1995) 
Leslie Alan Dunking, First Names First (1977) 
George Barr, Who's Who in the Bible (1990) 



 
Biographical Sources for Given Names: 
 
Biography and Genealogy Master Index (current edition on CD-ROM computer disk is 
the best) 
Allen Johnson, Dictionary of American Biography (1927-1964) 
Stewart Sifakis, Who Was Who in the Civil War (2 vols., 1988) 
Dan and Inez Morris, Who Was Who in American Politics (1974) 
Biographical Directory of the American Congress (current edition) 

Deeper Than You Really Want to Go: 
L. G. Pine, American Origins (1980). Has no index. 
Alex Shoumatoff, The Mountain of Names: a History of the Human Family (1985). 

"Germanic Naming Scheme" 

Sons 

1st Son after the father's father 

2nd Son after the mother's father 

3rd Son after the father 

4th Son after the father's oldest brother 

5th Son after the father's second oldest brother etc. 

The same system applies for girls except that sometimes the oldest daughter was named 
for the mother's mother and the second daughter was named for the father's mother etc. 
When a child died, the next child of the same sex was given the same name, so that the 
pattern was continued. Information from "Out on a Limb," August 4, 1985. 

 

 


